WHEN YOU SELL, HOW CLEAN IS CLEAN?
WHAT ARE THE EXPECTATIONS OF YOUR BUYER?
What does the Purchase Agreement say about the “used home sale”?

Seller agrees to remove ALL DEBRIS AND ALL PERSONAL PROPERTY NOT INCLUDED HEREIN from the property by possession date.

WHAT ARE THE EXPECTATIONS OF YOUR BUYER?

What about the “selected” items in the home? USE “Q” TIPS TO GET THE “STUFF” Q-TIP CLEAN! 
CLEAN SOME OF THESE ITEMS TWO TO THREE WEEKS BEFORE CLOSING!

Stove, range, oven, etc.

Clean as the day, the unit was new!  Clean this unit a week or two before closing.  This takes time to clean all the crevices in the stove, range, oven, etc. Don’t forget the knobs, they get rather greasy! Clean behind, around, and under the stove as well!  Check for “dust bunnies” under and behind the stove!
Microwave
Clean as the day the unit was new, inside and out!
Vented hood, and other vents, bath, etc.

Be sure all the vents are clean, lots of grease, dust and hair spray accumulate in kitchen and bath vents.  This is your stuff, not the buyers, so get rid of your stuff and let the buyers have a clean vent! If you have a non-vented range hood, clean this really well!  It is really greasy! This includes the charcoal and mess!
Refrigerator
Clean as the day, the unit was new!  Once again, this is not a 20 minute job!  All the racks come out; all the drawers come out, clean under and around everything.  You will be surprised what you will find has “bonded” to the drawers, racks, and walls of the refrigerator. Clean this unit several days or weeks prior to closing, then just take care of the spots that need attention!  Clean under, around, and behind the refrigerator as well!  Check for “dust bunnies” under the Refrigerator!

Dishwasher
This should be clean; however, the area around the door, etc. may be “dusty”!

Washer/Dryer
Should not be big time cleaning on these two units.  However, be sure the lint trap is clean! How about the vent to the outside?  CLEAN IT AS WELL!  Be sure to clean under, around, behind as well!  Usually lots of dust under and behind the dryer!
Carpets

The carpets should be clean.  Used means there may be fewer threads in the carpet, but each thread should be clean.  Spot clean or totally shampoo the entire house.  Should look as close to new as possible. Be sure to vacuum around the edges, lots of dust and things are attracted to this area between the carpet and the base of the wall!

Wood Floors
Wood floors need to be cleaned, and if needed, polished or whatever you do to make wood floors look like new!


Vinyl Floors
Vinyl Floors need to be cleaned and do whatever is necessary to make them look like new again!

Ceramic Tile Floors
Clean the tile, clean the grout, and make it look like new.  If you have had proper maintenance on the tile and grout, this should not be difficult.

Laundry/Mechanical Room
If on the main floor, as clean as the day the room was new.  If in the LL with the mechanical room, be sure all the soap, and any other residue is off the floor.  Clean the floor, and dust all the items in the Laundry/Mechanical Room.

Windows/Curtains/Blinds
The curtains, blinds, etc., should be dusted!  The window frames should be dusted, however, it would be nice, but not necessary for the windows to be cleaned inside and out!


Painted Walls, Woodwork, Cabinets.
There will be holes in the wall where pictures were hung, there may be nicks in the woodwork, however, there should be no more than when the purchase agreement was signed.  If there are larger holes than from a nail, fill in the holes and paint the holes.  The paint may not match; however, there should be no “gapping” holes in the walls. The cabinets should be cleaned with something like “Cabinet Magic” to make the cabinets look like new. Would be nice to go over all of the woodwork with some product to make the wood look good, and also to get the dust off the top of the doors and casing!
There is no need to paint the walls – they will be nicked, and discolored from age and “wear and tear”!  Just fill in the holes! Buyers may also paint the wall when they move in!  Just fill in the large holes!

Garage floors, walls, etc.
If your garage has had sand, dust, and dirt; hose and squeegee the entire garage.  Make the garage look like new.

Lawn
Mow the lawn as close to the day of closing as possible. Keep the weeds down, even fertilize and water the grass – keep it green!

Baths
Clean the stool, sinks, shower and tubs; again as if they were new.  If you have a “jetted” tub, take special care to “sanitize” the jetted area so the lines are clean and sanitary. Make the faucets shine, no soap scum on anything, buy a new shower curtain if it will look better, and buy a new stool cover, if it will make the area look better.  Clean the floor so it looks new again.  Use a “Q-tip” if you need to – to get in all the corners of the tub, shower, etc.  Caulk around the tub, no black corners or seams any place around the tub, shower or sink! 
How much time should I allow for the cleaning?

Good question? First, when will you have all of your “stuff” out of the house?  Hours before closing, or days before closing?  Generally, it will take about 8 hours to clean the home prior to closing.  Some can be done earlier, the stove, the refrigerator, the vents, the microwave, even the bath rooms.  If you have help, and two people clean, then 4 hours each, or 4 people, 2 hours each!  Just be sure to leave enough time?

Should I consider washing all the windows -- inside and out?
Probably not necessary as this is “usually” not a huge item with buyers!  On the other hand, if the windows are easy to wash, your buyers will be impressed!
Should I consider a “professional” cleaning service?

This is a great alternative, especially if you are pressed for time through family, (lots of kids), work, the new place that may need some attention, and a whole raft of things to do at this time. Professional cleaners may be the answer, and might charge less than $400 to get the home ready for your new buyers. However, they need time as well!  2 hours after you leave will not do it, unless you have cleaned lots of stuff for them, and all you want the cleaners to do is a “spit and polish” for a final time!


Bottom line – 
THE GOLDEN RULE: 
Clean for others as you would want them to clean for you!
